Remote Access Overview
Option 1 – using a spare PC
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	Details
	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	Spare PC turned on and linked to the network and loaded with remote access software such as LogMeIn. Remote user accesses PC via LogMeIn’s web site
	Easy to set up
	You need a spare PC per concurrent remote user

Reasonable broadband speed required for remote user


Option 2 – using “Remote Desktop” software



	Details
	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	Set up server with Remote Desktop software (acts like a spare PC)

Remote user accesses server via VPN
 software
	Does not need a spare PC
	Only one user at a time can log on

Reasonable broadband speed required for remote user

Needs some IT expertise to set up


Option 3 – using “Terminal Services” software




	Details
	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	Set up server with Terminal Services Remote Access software (acts like multi PCs)

Remote user accesses server via VPN1 software
	Does not need a spare PC

Can have many PCs logging in at once
	Reasonable broadband speed required for remote user

High broadband speed at server end

High server specification required

Needs considerable IT expertise to set up
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� VPN = Virtual Private Network = like your ‘real’ network in your office but extended over the internet





